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August 3, 19? 3

FEDERAL MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY STANDARDS

(49  CFR PART 571)

ADVANCE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE MAKING

DOCKET NO. ?3-t0; NO?ICE I

ROLLOVER RESISTANCE

i
.*

t

t
i
.,:

i
!

;
I

+

I
t
:

a
i

t
t

Adrninistrator
Nat ional  Highway Traff i  c

Safety Admini  strat ion
U. S. Departrnent of  Transportat ion
4 00 Seventh St re et ,  S. W.
Wa shington, D. C. ?0590

Dear Sir :

Attn: Docket Section
Room 5221

Jeep Corporat ion,  a whol ly  owned subsid iary of  Amer ican
M o t o r s  C o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  a  d o m e s t i c  m a n u J a c t u r e r  o f  a u t o -
mobi les,  subrn i ts  the fo l lowing cornrnents in  response to
D o c k e t  N o .  ? 3 - 1 0 ;  N o t i c e  1 ,  " A d v a n c e  N o t i c e  o f  P r o p o s e d
S t a n d a r d  o n  R o l l o v e r  R e s i s t a n c e ,  "  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l
R e  g i s t e  r ,  A p r i l  1 0 ,  I 9 7 3 .

J e e p  C o r p o r a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a  d e m o n e t r a t e d  n e e d
. e x i s t s ,  i n  t e r m s  o f  h i g h w a y  s a f e t y ,  f o r  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e n d e n c y
f o r  a  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  t o  " r o l l  o v € r . r r  I n  f a c t ,  a  v e h i c l e ' s  i n h e r e n t
t e n d e n c y  t o  r o l l  o v e r  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  b e  a  p r i m a r y  c o n t r i -
b u t i n g  f a c t o r  t o  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  v e h i c l e  r o l l o v e r  d u r i n g  a
vehic le crash s i tuat i  on.n
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Docket  No.  23-10 ;  Not icc  I
B o l l o v e r  R e s i  s g 3 a s g

An invest igat ion of  vehicle cragh data indicatea that,  in general ,
vehicles do not rol l  over due to any inhereDt tendency toward
rol lover in the vehicle i tsel f ,  but iather the rol lover ie a resul t  ,
of  leaving the highway. Therefore, i t  would seem that the
occurrerce of  vehicle rol lover would be best reduced by
reducing the occurrence of vehicles leawing the highway and
el iminat ing the topographic condit ions at  r iadaide wbici  induccot promote r  ol love r .

Jeep corporat ion wishes to further point  out that ccrtain c lasaeaand f lpes of  vehicles must contain a greater tendency for rol l_
over than othere as a resul t  of  pract ical  design lor t i re i  r  iatendedusage. El iminat ion of  certain c lasses or tJrpes of  vehicles,
pa r t i cu la r l y  i n  t he  t ruck  and  mu l t i pu rpo" "  p " " " "nge r  veh ic le
categories,  would certainly provide a higb cost to society ingeneral  for the ernal l  increase in highway safety i t  *oui j  prolr ide.

In the cvent that rol lovcr r .s i r tance ct i ter ia arc establ iehed inthe fut 'ure,  Jeep corporat ion ber ieves that the same minimu:zr lewcrof perforrnance cannot be appl ied to al . l  c lasses aad types of motorvehicles without ser iou_sly comprorniaing tbeir  pr imary o."g" 
----

function. That is, performance requirei.rreats slouta U" tey-Jin to  veh ic le  c lasgeg  such  ag  passenger  Cars ,  Mu l t i pu tpose
Passenger Vehicles,  Trucks, and Bi.raes. AJso, i t  ia l ikely thatsuch requirernents would need to be further broken down iatosub-classes such as l ight,  medium, and bcawy t lucke.

Jeep corporation producee four-wheel drivc vetricleg in both
Mu l t i pu rpose  Passenger  Veh ic le  and  T ruck  " t " " r " " . -  A . ; '
veh i c les  a re  a l l  des igned  fo r  o f f_ road  as  we l l  as  on - load  usage .In order to prowide a useful ,  pract icar vebicre for thg of f-  road
environrnent,  Jeep must design to a di f ferent set of  design
cr i ter ia than thoae used for vebi .c les intended for on_roa! use
only_. The most s igni f icant di f ference between on_road and off_road  weh ic les  ( i n  t e r rns  o f  ro l l ove r  res i s tance !  i e  t l he  ra t i o  o f

.center_ of  gravi ty height to t rack width.  congiderat ions for
ground clearance and mobi l i fy require that th is rat io for an
off-road vehicle must be signi f icant ly greater than that for an ron-road vehicle.  Thie meana that,  on an absolute g."airrg " . . i " ,
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Docke t  No .  ?3 -10 ;  No t i ce  I
Rol lover Re s ietance

i t  is l ikely that tbe inherent tendency for rol lover would be
g rea te r  t han  tha t  o f  a  t f p i ca l  passenger  ca r .  Th i6  iB  Do t  t o
say ,  however ,  t ba t  t hese  veh ic les  p resen t  any  g rea te r  r i sk  o f
roLlover than a passenger car;  and this is supported by the
ar-ai lable crasb data ci ted above.

In surnrnary,  Jeep Corporat ion bel ieves that a need for t ibe
regulat ion of  a vehicle 's inherent tendensy to rol lower doea not
e- ist .  Jeep Corporat ion further bel ieves t l :at  considerable
research w' i l l  be required to demonstrate that the need for a
regulat ion does exist  and to develop inforrnat ion uporl  which to
base a relevant safety standard.

Jcep Corporat ion Las part ic ipated in the preparat ion of  cornrnenta
to thi  s docket by t l re Motor Vehicle Manufacturere Associat ion
of the United States, Inc,  (MVI4A) and is baeical ly in agreernent
wittr thos e corTuneDts.

Safeg & Reliability
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Siacere ly ,

-  - v . .  f -
F. A. Sterx'art
Vice P re e ident
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