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Do you drive a Samuari,  Jeep, Bronco,
Pat i r f inder  o r  B laze1 Thoso veh ic les
and many others l ike thom-popularly
ca l led  u t i l i t y  veh ic lcs -have many o f
thc  r iC ing  qua l i t ies  o f  passenger  cars ,
but they also have some special
{ea tures  lo r  o f  f  - road opcra l ion .
Because of this uniquo combination of
lea tures ,  u t i l i t y  veh ic les  must  be  dr iven
d i f le ren t ly  than veh ic lcs  des igned on ty
lor on-road operation.

HOW ARE THEY DIFFERENT?
Ul i l i t y  veh ic les  typ ica l l y  have a  h igher
ground clearance than passenger cars,
and some have a  shor tc r  whee lbas€ or
narrower t ire track widlh. These
lealures enable ut l l i ly vehicles to pass
through nar row c learances ,  t rave l  over
rugged te r ra in ,  and c ross  sha l low
st reams.  However ,  these same
lea tures  g ive  u t i l i t y  vehrc les  a  h igher
center  o t  g rav i ty ,  mak ing  lhem
more "top-heavy" than cars.
This characle r ist ic causes
lhern to handle and
maneuver  d i f  f  e re  n t l y .  They
are  no t  des ig  ned fo r
cornerrng at the samc (top)
spceds  as  pass  enger  cars .
U l i l i t y  veh ic les  don ' t  "hug"

lhe  road.

l f  you make sharp turns or abrupt
manouv0rs in  a  ut i l i ty  vehic le ,  the
vohicle may roll over or may Eo out
of conlrol and crasb. nccident studies
hav€ shown that  u t i l i l y  vehic les ro l l  over
2 to  3  t imes more l requent ly  than
passenge r cars.

Because o{ the gr€aler risk of rollover, i t
is important lo wear safety belts (a good
idea anyt ime l )  to  keep f  rom beinq
pipc lo. i  F icr - t inn n. . r  r rc  rnOrc

l requen l ly  in  ro l lover  c rashes  and a lso
wi th  opon (bod led)  veh ic les .  Features
such as rol lbars, rol lcages, harness
be l l  sys tems a lso  prov ido  add i t iona l
c rash  pro tec t ion  bo th  on-  and o f f - road. '
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Manulaclurers are rBquired to plac€ a
special sl icker in each uti l r ty vehicle
nBqr the driver to alorl  and adviso
ddvers 6boul the special haMling
characle nslics o{ utility vehicles.

This is a mull ipurpose pass€ng€r v€hrcle which wil lhandl€ End
manuevor dif lerently lrom an ordinary passenger car, in
dnving condit ions which may occur on 6irssts and hiQhways
and off road. As wilh othsr vshicl€s of this typ€, i l  you make
sharp lums or abrupt man€uv€rs, the vehicle may rol l  ovor or
may go oul of control and crash. You should rsad driving
Oujd€lrn€s and instruct ions in tne O,vnefs Manual. and woar
your  Eea l  be l t  o t  e l l  Umes.

The Owner's Manual expldns the specJal
driving precautions thal should b€ taken.
Take the t ime to rsad and point out thesB
precauLons 10 others who may op€ratg
your vohicle.

Mosl utility vehicles are equipped wilh 4-
wheel drive and can be driven In
colOrt ions in which passongsr care have
diff icuhy operal ingF-{n enow or be. in
mud br sand, or up stosp hi l ls that requir€
€xtra lractjon. Enjoy th€ benelits o{ this
capability, on- and off-road. But b,o
careful!  Ddving under such condrt jons is
by irs very nature moro nsky.
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