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NHTSA Study Finds
Three Utility Vehictes
Most Dangerous

Jccp CJ-5 ,  CJ-7 ,  and thc  Toy( , to  Lanr l  Cru isc r  a re
invo lved in  s ing lc -vc l rc lc  f l l i r l  ro l lovcr  c r l shcs  more
of tcn  thnn o thor  l cxd ing  u t r l i t y  vch ic lcs ,  ln  an i r l ys is  by
 

 

N t ionu l  l l rghway Tra l ' f i c  S  lc ty  Admin is l r r t ion
(NHTSA)  rcscarchcr  ind ica tcs .

Thc study has jus( been rclcascrl, ncirrly it ycil-
a f te r  i t s  p rcpar l t ion  by  a  rescarchcr  in  NI tTSA's  Na-
t iona l  Ccn lc r  l i ) r  S ta t i s t i cs  and An l lys is .  T l rc  s tudy  o f
thc  s ing lc -vchrc lc  la ta l  c r l shcs  invo lv jnS u l i J i t y  vch i -
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foyota Land Cruiser

Jeep CJ-7
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c lcs  in  1978-80 rcpor ls  lhar  thc rc  i s  cons idcrab le  d i f -
f c rcncc  in  the  ro l l ( )vc r  cxpcr icncc  o l '  v i t r ious  u l j l i t y
vch ic lcs .  w i (h  thc  CJ -5 .  CJ-7 ,  und Toyora  Land Cru iser
hav ing  thc  w| ) rs l  cxDcr icncc .

NI ITSA r l i t l  no t  spcc i f i c i r l l y  rc lc r  (o  th is  anu lys is
last nrr-rnth whon it t)rol)oscd rulcnraking lo rcqu,rc
warnrn l l  s t rckcrs  Io r  i r l l  u t i l i l y  vch ic lcs .  (Scc  t r t i c lc  on
pugc l . )  Nor  ( l id  t t  c i t c  i r  l Jn ivurs r ty  o l  Nor th  Caro l rnu
s tudy  wh ich  rcpor (cd  t l t i r t  thc  CJ-5  was nruch n torc
haz ; r rdous  th tn  thc  Chcvro le l  l ! l i r zc r  und prc -1978
Ford  Bronco.  In  announc ing  lhc  rL r lcnrak ing ,  thc
agcncy  c i tc r l  . t  s ludy  l ' ron l  thc  I  l rghway Sa l t ty  Rcse i t rch
l n s l i l u l c  o l ' t h c  U n r v c r s i t y  o l  M i c h i g a n  t h i r t  l i l u n ( l  l h r t
u t r l r l v  vch ic les  ro l l  ( )vc r  a l  a  r i t t c  i r t  l cas t  l j vc  l i t . t . l cs
h ighcr  lh i rn  tha t  lb r  p i tsscngcr  cars .  (Sce Stu t t ts  Rtpor t ,
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Vol .  15,  No.  7,  May 6,  1980.) (C<trtt'd ot pagc 6)
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NHTSA Study Finds Three
Utility Vehicles Most Dangerous
(Cont'd from Page 5)

Thc Jccp CJ-5  anc l  
' l -oyo t i r  

L l r rd  Cru isc r  wcru
found to  bc  invo lved in  the  h ighcsr  pcrccnr lgc  o f  l i r r  l
c r i rshcs  invo lv ing  r0 l lovcrs  o l  l rny  o l  lhc  u I r l i t y  v ( -h ic lcs
-  l l0  l ie rccn l  rnd  7 l l  l l c rccn t ,  respcc l i ve ly  (  t r igure  I  ) .

When the  nunrbcrs  o f  l i r t i r l  ro l lovcr  c r i rshcs  ure
conr l ) i r rcL l  w iLh  the  ycars  o l ' r cg is r r  r ion  lb r  cach u t i l i t y
vch iu lc  typc ,  thc  rec i r rds  o l ' lhc  C 'J -5 ,  [ - lnd  Cru isc r ,
and ( ' J -?  werc  no t  s iSn i l i c iLn l l v  ( l i l l c rcn t  ( l r i ! ,u rc  2 ) .
l {owevcr ,  the  s ludy  l i )un( l  s ign i l l c i rn t  d i l l t [ cnce \  bc-
lween bo lh  thc  C l l -5  rn t l  L r rn r l  ( l ru isc r  xn( l  i t l l  { ) thc r
ve  nrc lc  Lv t )cs .

The study reports thrlt 85-86 percent ol'the fatali-
t ies rcsul t ing l ionr  cr i |shes o l  CJ-5 or  Land Cruisers in-
vo l vg  i r  r o l l ovL ' r .

When ro l lover  l  t i t l i t ies were exprcssed in  terms
of  vchic lo-vc i r rs  o l  r ( .g is t r l t ion lbr  each vchic le type,
t h c  (  J - 5 ,  l - o n ( l  (  f u i s e f .  i l | r t l  (  J - 7  w c r c  l i r t r n t l  t r r  l t i r v c  a
s ign i l rc : rn t l y  worsc  cx l ' re r icncc  th i ln  l l  o thcr  u t i l t t y
vch  ic lcs .

"C iven a  l i l t  l  i r cc iden l  invo lv ing  a  u r i l i r y  vch ic le ,
the  Jecp CJ-5  rnd  Toyotn  L  nd  Cru isc r  a re  n rore  ! i kc ly
t o  h  v e  r o l l c d  o v e r  r h l n   n y  o t h e f  v c h i c l e  t y p c , "  t h c
s ludy  conc lu ( lcs .  "OccLr l ) i tn l  l i r ta l i t i cs  rcsu l t i r rg  l ronr
u t i l i l y  v ( jh ic le  l i r lu l  iL (c idcn ts  wh ich  i l r vo lve  l  ro l lovcr
o t ! u f  n ' r o r c  l r c q u c n l l y "  i n  J c c p  C J - 5 .  ( ' J - 7 ,  r r n d  r h c' l ' oyo t l  

L r r ld  ( ' ru iser  " iLs  opp( ,scd  11)  thc  ( l lher  vch ic le
typcs .  "

F IGURE 2

Fatal Single Vehacle Roltoyer Crashes per l OO,OOO
Registered Vehicle years
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